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Special thanks to Mariel Parra, Donna Rueby and Linda Sarman 

for helping write this booklet and especially to Quint Foster with 

Foster Stained Glass whose artisanship and skill made 

 these windows possible. 
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Ninth Choir 
Angel: Closest to the mater ial wor ld and are guardian of 
adults, children, sinners, innocent souls and those who suffer.   
 Their virtue is humility. 
 Angels assigned to children – Their garments are light blue 

and wears a wreath of roses. Their hands are always folded in 
prayer and eyes continually directed towards Heaven. 

 Angels assigned to sinners – Garments are deep red, their 
arms are always folded across their breast in prayer and faces 
turned upwards to heaven with an imploring expression. 

 Angels assigned to innocent souls – They are dressed in 
white and a beautiful crown adorns their head.  Their expres-
sion is always joyful. 

 Angels assigned to those who suffer – They appear dressed 
in red and wear a small crown.  They are reserved almost timid.  

 
The Angel assigned to children is represented in the window. 

 

Angel Windows 

 

In designing the rose windows for the church it was decided that 

they not only be beautiful but they should be formational, mean-

ing they needed to convey the story of God’s salvation for man 

through Christ.  The three rose windows in the church tell the  

story of Jesus from his Incarnation through his ministry, to the 

establishment of the covenant through the Sacraments of  

Baptism, Confirmation and Eucharist, to the Resurrection and his 

Kingship in heaven.   

 

In designing the windows in the dome of the church it was  

important to continue the story of God and his plan for all of his 

creation.  Looking up at the windows above the altar it seemed 

that it should have a heavenly theme. 

 

As research was done John’s Book of Revelation pointed to the 

many descriptions of the heavenly court.  Through continued 

study it was discovered that there is a whole theology on the  

angels.  In the Bible there are 116 references to angels in the Old 

Testament and 175 in the New Testament.  The references appear 

throughout the Bible from Genesis to Revelation. 

 

Creation 

God created the material world as three kinds of substances;  

mineral, vegetable and animal.  However when he created man he 

gave him both a physical material body as well as a spiritual soul.  

Therefore there must be more to the spiritual design of God’s  

creation.  We find the answer and connection in the angels. 

 

The Catechism of the Catholic Church affirms as a truth of faith 

the existence of the spiritual, non-corporeal beings that Sacred 

Scripture calls angels. (CCC328)  The profession of faith of the 

Fourth Lateran Council (1215) affirms that God “from the begin-

ning of time made at once out of nothing both orders of creatures, 

the spiritual and the corporeal, that is, the angelic and the earthly, 

and then the human creature, who as it were shares in both orders, 

being composed of spirit and body.” (CCC 327)  



2 

 

Angels were created by God as pure immortal spirits surpassing 

in perfection all visible creatures. (CCC 330).  God infused them 

with the supernatural gift of sanctifying grace which gave them a 

share in the divine nature inheriting the Kingdom of God in the 

beatific vision. They are infused with the virtues and the gifts of 

the Holy Spirit and have access to the actual graces needed to pre-

serve and increase the supernatural life. (Fr. Hardon, Archives 

Angelology) 

 

Christ and the angels 

Since creation the angels have worked to accomplish the divine 

plan of salvation. (CCC332).  Christ is at the center of the angels 

because they were created through him and for him. (Col 1:16) 

They are his messengers. “Are they not all ministering spirits sent 

forth to serve, for the sake of those who are to obtain salvation?” 

(Heb 1:14) 

 

This is especially evident in the life of Christ.  From the Annunci-

ation to the Ascension his life is surrounded by the adoration and 

service of the angels.  They were present at his birth as they sang 

to the shepherds, they protected him as he fled to Egypt, they 

served him in the desert, they held him in his agony in the garden 

and they announced the Resurrection.  The angels will be with 

him at the end of time when he returns announcing and serving as 

he judges. (CCC333) 

 

Angels and the Church 

In the life of the Church the angels are our constant companions 

on our journey back to God.  They are a vital part of God’s plan 

therefore placing them in the windows in the dome of the church 

seemed only natural.  

 

The focus for the windows was the message they conveyed in 

their countenance and pose… deep adoration and love… receiv-

ing and offering of gifts as mediators between man and God.   

 

In the sacred liturgy of the Mass, at the Eucharistic prayer, the 

Church expresses this idea of angelic mediation in the following 
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Eighth Choir  
Archangel: Members of this choir are the seven spirits who 
stand before the throne of God ready to announce His com-
mands. 
 Michael – Is the greatest and most well-known of the archan-

gels who protects.  He leads all the other archangels.  He is 
clothed as warrior ready to announce God’s commands 
against evil.  

 Gabriel –He is the messenger of the Holy Spirit and has 
charge over priests, and of all souls who practice a special  
devotion to the Holy Spirit. He usually is depicted blowing a 
horn and carrying a lily or staff. 

 Raphael – Angel of Joy! He greets Tobias with “Joy be to 
thee always”. (Tob 5:11)  He is the angel that guides and heals 
and is confined to the Old Testament story of Tobit.  He is 
often pictured holding a staff that represents healing and is 
clothed in a green garment. 

 
Archangels Michael and Gabriel are represented in the windows. 
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THIRD HIERARCHY OF ANGELS: ADMINISTRATIVE 

ANGELS. 

Seventh Choir 

Virtues 

 Energy and strength attributed to them. 

 Have dominion over all the elements; All nature is subjected 

to their control. 

 Clothed in blue and girded in gold. 

 A broad golden crown encircles the head and a bright star 

shines above the forehead. 
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beautiful prayer: "And so, in your presence are countless hosts of 

Angels, who serve you day and night and, gazing upon the glory 

of your face, glorify you without ceasing. With them we, too,  

confess your name in exultation, giving voice to every creature 

under heaven." (Roman Missal-English Translation, 3rd Edition)  

 

All this is in accordance with Saint John's apocalyptic vision of 

the heavenly liturgy: "Another angel came and stood before the 

altar, having a golden censer.  He was given a great quantity of 

incense to offer, along with the prayers of the holy ones, on the 

gold altar that was before the throne.  The smoke of the incense 

along with the prayers of the holy ones went up before God from 

the hand of the angel." (Rev 8:3)  

 

In the preface prayer before the Consecration of the Holy Eucha-

rist the priest will say: “And so, with Angels and Archangels, 

with Thrones and Dominions, and with all the hosts and Powers 

of heaven, we sing the hymn of your glory, as without end we 

acclaim: Holy, Holy, Holy…”   

 

In the Mass we join our prayers with the angels and our prayers 

are made efficacious by their intercession and in the funeral  

liturgy the angels are invoked: “May the angels lead you into  

Paradise…”  (CCC335) 

 

Angels as God’s Messengers 

The word “angel” comes from the Greek word “angelos” meaning 

“one sent” or “messenger”.  St. Augustine says: “Angel is the 

name of their office, not of their nature.  If you seek the name of 

their nature, it is spirit.”  And what do they do? Angels are serv-

ants and messengers of God.  “Bless the Lord, all you angels, 

mighty in strength and attentive, obedient to every command.” 

Psalm 103:20 

 

The intention behind creation is perfection in sharing and  

representing the Divine Goodness. The angels mirror his divine 

perfections and reflect his love, beauty, holiness, and power.  

They gaze on his unveiled presence and burn with the fires of his 
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love and are filled with the joy of God.  In Matthew 18:10 Jesus 

says, “See that you do not despise one of these little ones; for I 

say to you that their angels in heaven always look upon the face 

of my heavenly Father”.   

 

They seek to share with humanity this immense love and joy.  

God has given us into their charge: “For God commands the  

angels to guard you in all your ways.  With their hands they shall 

support you, lest you strike your foot against a stone”. (Ps 91:11-

12)   

 

Filled to overflowing with the love of God and his goodness the 

angels seek to share this with mankind.  They always see humani-

ty as God created it to be therefore they long to help mankind  

become pure goodness for in knowing this mankind shall be truly 

happy. 

 

The Three Hierarchies of Angels  
All the angels are not created the same.  God infuses each with 

the gift of knowledge necessary to their status and service to be 

rendered.  St. Thomas Aquinas explains it in these words, “The 

imparting of knowledge to angels by the Creator is comparable to 

light that shines through a succession of panes of glass, one under 

the other, so that while the light pours out at once and penetrates 

the whole series of panes, it may be truly said that the lower 

panes receive their light from the upper panes.  And so the lower 

angels are illuminated or instructed by the higher angels.”  Thus 

there is a hierarchy of angels. 

 

A hierarchy is a sacred order created by God to communicate his 

love and goodness.  The goal of the hierarchy is to become the 

image of God and in receiving this light to pass it on in accord-

ance with God’s Will to all beings further down the scale. 

 

Traditionally the Nine Choirs are listed in descending order from 

their position from God to earth.  The closer they are to God the 

greater their power and authority.  There are three angelic hierar-

chies each containing three orders.  Each hierarchy of angels 
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Sixth Choir 

Powers 

 Warrior angels against evil. 

 Have unlimited sway over the wicked spirits; given great 

intelligence to discover the evil spirits schemes and plans for 

our destruction. 

 Appears tall and earnest. 

 Wears alb and dalmatic which is colored according to the 

virtues of the souls they serve. 

 Is solely guardian of priests with few exceptions. 

 Normally depicted with hands over breasts with compelling 

and authoritative look. 

 Their faces shine with great splendor. 
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Fifth Choir 

Principalities  

 Purity of intention is their virtue seeking the honor and inter-

est of God alone. 

 They kneel before the throne of God praying night and day for 

members of their parish. 

 They adore the hidden God in the tabernacles. 

 Hands are always folded in prayer. 

 Garments are color of Amethyst. 

 Their crown is a diadem with two stars.  

 Charged with watching over empires, provinces, dioceses, and 

parishes.  

 Their countenance is friendly and gracious but at times  

sorrowful when sacraments have been received unworthily in 

their churches. 
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shares the same mission.  All are called angels however there is a 

distinction made between angels, with a lower case a, meaning 

any heavenly spirit from Angel, with a capitol A, meaning a 

member of the lowest order in the third hierarchy. 

 

In designing the windows St. Gregory the Great’s hierarchy was 

used. 

 

First Hierarchy: Those who are nearest to the throne of God 

and who adore and contemplate his love and goodness.  

 Seraphim are the highest angels and are found in Isaiah 

6:2, 6:6; Ezekiel 1:13.  

 

 Their name in Hebrew means “to burn” and they are made for 

one thing – to love the God of love.  They are referred to as 

“burning fires of love.”  They are the most humble of all  

angels.   

 

 The Seraphim is the purest and deepest created level of adora-

tion.  Their intense love protects the whole cosmos.  They have 

the greatest knowledge of God because they contemplate the 

great mystery of who and what is God including the Trinity.  

They are so high, so august, so intimate with the love of God 

that no other creature has access to them directly except the 

Virgin Mary and St. Michael the Archangel.  When Mary ap-

pears in apparitions as Queen of Angels she is always accom-

panied and surrounded by the Seraphim.   

 

 Because of their burning love for God and their deepest access 

to him the entire Celestial Court pay them homage. 

 

 Cherubim are the angels who communicate the Divine Plan 

to the other choirs.  They are found in Gen 3:24, Psalm 80:1, 

99:1; Is 37:16, Ez 10, Daniel 3:55, Rev 4:6-8, Ex 25:17-22, 1 

Kings 6:23-28, 2 Chr 3:7-14 and Heb 9:5. 

 

 The Cherubim meditates on the Divine Plan of God for all of 

creation.  The Seraphim guides them in understanding God’s 
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Person so that they can understand God’s Plan.  Because of 

this knowledge the Cherubim is often referred to as “full of 

wisdom”.  Because they are all-knowing of God’s plan they 

are depicted in art with four faces; man, lion, ox, and an eagle 

and has eight conjoined wings covered with eyes.  The prophet 

Ezekiel describes them as most exquisite, brilliant beings in all 

creation; mighty spirits of knowledge, love and intimacy with 

God.(Ez 1:5-25).   

 

 The cherubim are the angels over the Ark of the Covenant in 

Exodus that formed the throne for the invisible Lord. (Ex 

25:18-20).  As Mary is the living Ark of the Covenant the 

cherubim along with the seraphim accompany her.  These two 

orders of angels also accompany man when he consciously al-

lows God to dwell within them as sacred temples of the Spirit. 

 

 Thrones are the third order  in the fir st hierarchy of  

angels.  They are found in Dn 7:9, Col 1:16. 

 

 The Thrones are angels of pure humility and goodness. They 

learn the Person and the Plan of God from the cherubim thus 

they are able to see Truth clearly.  Their name comes from the 

throne of God whose power emanates through them to all that 

is created in the heavens, in the cosmos and on earth.  They are 

the justice of God and they mediate God’s Will to all that is 

created. 

 

 It is through the Thrones that divine knowledge is passed on to 

the second hierarchy. 

 

Second Hierarchy: they have the assignment of governing and 

safeguarding the physical universe.  

 Dominions are the highest order  of the angels of the sec-

ond hierarchy.  They are found in Eph 1:21, Col 1:16. 

 

The Dominions receive their name from the Latin word 

“dominus” meaning “master” or “lord”.   They have authority 

to pass on what they received from the Thrones.  They repre-
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SECOND HIERARCHY OF ANGELS: REGULATIVE 

CHOIRS OF ANGELS 

Fourth Choir 

Dominions  

 Angels of leadership. 

 Zeal for Divine Glory – their principle office is to manifest 

God’s Will. 

 Appear in white garments. 

 Carries small scepter.  Their face shines like the sun and their 

crown is a blinding radiance. 

 On their breast they bear a shield with the name of God.  

 Assigned to those who give spiritual guidance as teachers, 

from the pulpit or in the confessional. 

 Missionaries under their protection. 

 Given to superiors of monasteries and seminaries. 
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Third Choir 

Thrones 

 Angels of peace. 

 Living symbols of God’s justice and authority. 

 They appear calm, tranquil, and immovable. 

 Their arms folded across breast. 

 Their look when directed towards Heaven is of the deepest 

humility and burning love. 

 They occupy thrones like kings. 

 Crowns are resplendent. 

 They are clothed in a brilliant mantle. 

 At their feet lies a scepter. 

 The arch-like element in the background is traditional and  

denotes authority and position.  
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sent order and discipline as they guard and oversee the affairs 

of the universe protecting all from harm. As angels of leader-

ship they govern the forces of chaos, especially unruly  

passions. 

 

 Principalities are the angel of each nation, city, province, 

town, village and hamlet.  They are found in Eph 3:10, 6:12; 

Col 1:16, 2:15, Titus 3:1.  

 

 They are to guide events to bring goodness and God’s abun-

dance to the places they protect.  Because they seek only the 

honor and interest of God they are known for the virtue of  

purity of intention.  They guard the authority deemed by God 

to oversee nations, cities, etc.  These authorities are in their 

positions to carry out the Will of God. 

 

 Principalities are in charge of all parishes and its community.  

They intercede before the throne of God for every member of 

the parish.  For dying parishioners they bring the last Sacra-

ment and for children they assure Baptism.  They remain in 

constant prayer for each parishioner especially those who are 

lukewarm and are always in adoration before the Blessed  

Sacrament that Jesus not be left alone.  They are joyfully pre-

sent on the feast day of the parish when the sacrifices, prayers, 

merits and mortifications of the parish are presented to God. 

 

 Powers are warr ior  angels against evil that wants to  

destroy Creation.  They can be found in Eph 1:21, 1 Pet 3:22. 

 

 They are fiercely loyal to God.  They are very intelligent and 

have the power to conquer wicked spirits.  It is good to invoke 

them for protection against temptations.  They are assigned to 

priests who will be confessors for devout souls.  Powers work 

against spiritual dryness and temptations of anger and  

impatience.   
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Third Hierarchy: The angels of the world that look after  

human beings. They are called administrative angels.  

 Virtues are the angels of might and energy.  They are 

found in Eph 1:21, 1 Per 3:22. 

 

 As spirits of motion they control all the elements of nature.  

Their main duty is to keep order and to make sure God’s  

Design is being carried out.  They are to be called on in time of 

accidents, sickness, etc.  They give strength to souls who lead a 

penitential life and they strengthen souls who are inclined to a 

depraved nature. 

 

 Being the personification of the power of virtue, God assigns 

them to souls who are striving for sanctity.  Once these souls 

have recognized their weaknesses Virtue continues to encour-

age them to live a holy life in order to assure their eternal  

salvation.  Great sinners who have converted are given this an-

gel to give them the power to persevere in their journey.  Souls 

who chose to live a contemplative life should call on this choir 

of angels to help them persevere in their journey.  

 

 Archangels are the most frequently mentioned angel 

throughout the bible.  They can be found in 1 Thes 4:16, Jude 

9, Dan 8:16, Rev 1:4, 20; 3:1; Rev 8: 2, 6 and Is 63:9. 

 

The Archangels stand around the throne of God.  They are  

warrior angels. Receiving prophecies, knowledge and understand-

ing of the will of God from the higher angels, they announce this 

to the lower order of angels and through them to man.  They give 

strength to man in faith and enlighten them with the knowledge of 

God in the Gospels. They personally intervene in crisis. They 

bring peace, prosperity, unity, joy, abundance, graciousness, 

kindness, gentleness, humility, and love to those who are  

dedicated to truth. 

 

They can take human form and their presence on earth usually 

means change.  They can influence the tide of events and they are 

charged with guarding special individuals like the Church, the 

Pope, the Virgin Mary, etc.   
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Second Choir 

Cherubim, “full of wisdom”. 

 Communicating Divine Plan of God to the other Choirs. 

 Garments shine with pure brilliant light. 

 Carries a fiery sword in right hand (omitted sword to convey 

the pose of receiving and offering gifts and communicating 

Divine light to the other choirs). 

 They have four faces— man, ox, lion and eagle.  The ox face 

is considered the true face. 

 They have eight conjoined wings covered with eyes and have 

ox’s feet. 

 The object of the wheel within a wheel with eyes round about 

is described in Ezekiel 10:12.  The wheels help to distinguish 

this kind of angelic being from the others. 
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FIRST HIERARCHY OF ANGELS: ADORATION AND 

CONTEMPLATIVE ANGELS 

First Choir 

Seraphim, “burning fires of love”. 

 Their chief characteristic is great and ardent love. 

 Always in ecstasy. 

 Made for one thing – love the God of love. 

 Without ceasing they honor, praise and love the most Blessed 

Trinity - praising and loving the Blessed Trinity – they can do 

nothing else. 

 They have six wings: two to cover feet, two to fly, and two to 

cover face. 

 Has a child’s head. Mk 10:15, “Whoever does not accept the 

kingdom of God like a child will not enter it.” 
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There are seven Archangels but only three are named in the Bible.   

 

The Archangel Michael is the most recognized and the greatest 

archangel.  Michael’s name means “who is like God?” for that is 

what he is a humble and enduring witness to the true source of 

life and grace.  He is a warrior and all those in his company are 

warriors.  He or one of his angels is sent by God to assist the 

Guardian Angels of those who are suffering persecution and  

martyrdom. With this help they are able to endure heroic deeds 

for God. 

 

He protects and appears in the Old Testament in Daniel’s visions 

as the great prince who defends Israel against its enemies and in 

the New Testament in the Book of Revelations leading  

God’s armies to victory over evil.  Dan 10:13, 21; Dan 12:1, Jude 

1:9, Rev 12:7. 

 

Archangel Gabriel’s name means “God is my strength”.  He 

is second to Michael and is the special angel of the Holy Spirit.  

He is assigned to children of the Holy Spirit, of priests and of all 

souls who have a special devotion to the Holy Spirit.  He is the 

patron of contemplative prayer.  He can obtain a deep and special 

devotion to the Blessed Virgin Mary and he can aid souls who 

suffer great spiritual and physical pain.  Souls who are devoted to 

him in life will be greeted by him in the moment of death because 

he was present at the death of Christ. 

 

He announced in Daniel’s visions Michael’s role in God’s plan 

and in the New Testament Gabriel announced to Mary she will be 

the mother of God, he announced Jesus to the shepherds, was 

with the Holy Family in Egypt, was with Christ in the agony in 

the garden, assisted Christ in his death, was at the Resurrection 

and Ascension.  Dan 8:16, Dan 9:21, Luke 1:19, Luke 1:26. 

                                                                                                                             

Archangel Raphael’s name means “God has healed”.  He 

guides and heals and is found in the Old Testament in the story of 

Tobit where he guides Tobiah and heals Tobit’s blindness. (Tobit 

5-13). 
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 Angels, although the lowest ranking angel in the Angelic 

Court, are great in humility as they are content to be who God 

made them to be.  They are charged with the execution of  

Divine ordinances and are the Guardian Angels of men. 

 

Everyone is assigned a Guardian Angel who continually watches 

over the soul in his care.  He will accompany this soul into  

heaven and remain with him in eternity. The Guardian Angels 

have different personalities some are very energetic while others 

are more reserved.  The reserved ones are assigned to souls who 

suffer much. They wear red and wear a small crown.  The angel 

assigned to the innocent soul wears white and they are always 

joyful.  Rather than a companion to this soul they serve such 

souls.  The Guardian angel of children wear light blue decorated 

with pearls with a wreath of roses on their head.  Their arms are 

folded in prayer as they gaze steadfastly toward heaven.  Guardi-

an Angels of sinners wear red and fold their arms across their 

breast.  Their face shows grief and pain.  They implore God’s 

mercy on behalf of the soul.   

 

As a soul moves toward perfection other angels of the higher  

orders of Virtues and Powers will come to their aid.   

 

The Angels have a wonderful job. Though they are the lowest-

ranking angels in the Angelic Court, they have the capacity to  

access any and all of the other angels at any time. The Angels are 

most caring and solicitous to assist those who ask for their help. 

The Acts of the Apostles is filled with stories of the angelic inter-

vention of the angels in the life of the early church.  

 

Though we rarely see angels, if at all, everyone experiences their 

effects.  They preserve many from unknown dangers of both body 

and soul.  They defend souls against temptation.  They encourage 

holy thoughts and prompt souls to virtuous acts.  They warn us of 

spiritual dangers and call to mind our sins.  They help us to pray 

well.  They defend us against the evil one at the hour of death.  

They console the souls in Purgatory and they escort them to 

Heaven when they have atoned for their sins.   
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God has truly blessed us with his angels.  They are part of his 

family and they work tirelessly to bring God’s plan to fulfillment.  

May the windows in the dome of our church remind us of their 

constant love and presence on our journey back to God. 

 

 

Placement of the Angels in the Windows 

The First Hierarchy of Seraphim, Cherubim and Thrones are 

placed in the windows facing the Tabernacle because they are in 

constant adoration. 

 

The Second Hierarchy of Dominions, Principalities and Powers 

are in the windows facing the altar. 

 

The Third Hierarchy of Virtue, Archangels and Angels are facing 

each other on the side windows. 
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